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Before reading with your child it will be helpful to look through the book together and 
talk about the cover, pictures, and new challenge words. This story is called cotton. 
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Challenge Words
cotton: the thread made 
from the cotton plant, used 
to make cotton fabric.

material: something used to 
make fabric or other items. 

fabric: cloth.

seed pod: the shell or case 
around a seed.

cotton gin: a machine that 
cleans seeds from cotton.

thread: a long, thin piece 
of cotton, nylon, or other 
material used to knit or 
weave fabric.

dye: to change the color of 
something.

weave: to push strands of 
thread over and under rows 
of thread to make fabric.

knit: to make loops of 
thread and join the loops to 
make fabric.

pattern: a design that 
repeats over and over, such 
as stripes.

durable: able to last a long 
time.

denim: a strong cotton 
fabric used to make jeans.



What is cotton?
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Cotton is a material. A 
material is used to make 
something. We use cotton 
to make fabric. 
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Where does cotton come 
from?
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Cotton comes from a 
cotton plant. The cotton 
plant grows in places 
where the weather is warm.
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Cotton grows inside a 
seed pod. When the 
cotton gets big and fluffy, 
it bursts out of the pod.
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How is cotton made into 
fabric?
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Farmers use a cotton 
picker to pick cotton. 
At first cotton has lots 
of seeds, sticks, and 
leaves in it. A machine 
called a cotton gin 
cleans 
the dirty 
cotton.
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The clean cotton is 
combed to make it smooth. 
Then it is twisted into 
thread. The thread can be 
dyed different colors. 
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Cotton thread is 
ready to weave 
or knit into fabric. 
Weaving is pushing 

thread over and under 
other threads. 

This makes a pattern. 

Knitting is making loops 
of thread and joining 
them.
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What does cotton look like?
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A cotton ball looks like fluffy 
white cotton candy. That’s how 
“cotton candy”  
got its name!  
A thread of 
cotton looks like 
a twisted ribbon. 
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How does cotton feel?
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Cotton is soft. It feels cozy 
against your skin. When 
you wear clothes made out 
of cotton, you feel happy! 
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Why do we use cotton?
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Cotton is easy to grow 
and make into fabric. It is 
comfortable to wear. And 
cotton fabric is durable, so it 
is good for children’s clothing.
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What do YOU have that is
made from 
cotton?
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Pants and T-shirts are made of 
cotton fabric. So are blankets and 
pillowcases. Old denim from blue 
jeans is even used to make dollar bills. 

Look around 
to find things 
made from 
cotton.
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