
 

MULBERRY 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Mulberry tree is known as Morus alba in botanical name. The primary use of Mulberry leaves 

is to feed silkworm. Mulberry has wide medicinal use such as for making blood tonic, cure 

dizziness, constipation, tinnitus, urinary incontinence etc. It is also used for making fruit juice 

which is very popular in Korea, Japan and China. It is a perennial plant with average height 

of 40-60 feet. Flowers are compactly arranged which gives violet black color fruits. Punjab, 

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu are 

major Mulberry growing states in India. 

 

CLIMATE 

Temperature 

24-28°C 

Rainfall 

600-2500mm 



Sowing Temperature 

35-40°C 

Harvesting Temperature 

35-45°C 

SOIL 

It is grown in variety of soil conditions ranging from loamy to clayey, deep fertile to flat soil 

having good drainage system and good water holding capacity. For good plant growth, it 

requires pH ranging from 6.2-6.8.   

POPULAR VARIETIES WITH THEIR YIELD 

S-36: This variety has heart shaped leaves which are thick and light green in color. The 

average yield of mulberry leaves is 15,000-18,000kg/acre.  The leaves contain high moisture 

and nutrient content. 

  

V-1: The variety is released in 1997. This variety has oval and broad shape leaves which are 

dark green in color. The average yield of mulberry leaves is 20,000-24,000kg/acre. 

  
 

LAND PREPARATION 

For mulberry plantation, it requires well prepared soil. Weeds and stones should be removed 

from the land firstly and deep ploughing is done to bring soil to good level. 

 

 

  
SOWING 

Time of sowing: 

Mulberry is mainly planted in the month of July – August. For plantation nursery is prepared 

well in the month of June - July. 

Spacing: 

Use plant spacing of 90cm x 90cm. 

Depth of sowing: 

Depth of planting should be 60cm in the pit. 

Method of sowing: 



Propagation method is used. 

 

  
 

SEED 

Seed rate: 

Use seed rate of 4 kg/acre. 

 

Seed treatment: 

Firstly the seeds are stored for 90 days in cold place. After 90 days of storage seeds are 

soaked in water for 4 days by replacing water after 2 days. Then seeds are placed in paper 

towel to remain moist. When germination is seen in seeds then they are sown in nursery 

beds. 

 

 

  
 

FERTILIZER 

Apply FYM @8 MT/acre/ year in two equal splits and mix well in the soil. Along with FYM 

apply fertilizer dose in the form of NPK @145:100:62 kg/acre/year for V-1 variety and NPK 

@125:50:50kg/acre/year for S-36 variety. 

WEED CONTROL 

Make the field weed free especially during initial stage for good growth and yield of plant. Two 

weedings are required in first six months and then after cutting weeding is done at the interval 

of every two months and then after the intervals of 2-3 months. Hand weeding is also done 

to control weed. 

IRRIGATION 

Irrigation is given once in a week @80-120mm. Drip irrigation is also required whenever there 

is scarcity of water in that area. Drip irrigation helps to save 40% of water. 

  



PLANT PROTECTION 

 

 Disease and its control: 

Powdery mildew: It is caused by Phyllactinia corylea. The symptoms are white powdery 

patches which are found on the lower surface of the leaves which will increase after time and 

then the leaves turns yellowish and defoliation occurs prematurely. 

Treatment: Drenching on lower surface is required and foliar spray of Sulfex 80 WP (2g/l) 

@0.2% will help to cure this disease. 
 

 

Leaf Rust: It is caused by Peridiosporamori. The symptoms are brown pustules seen on 

lower surface and reddish brown spots on upper surface of leaves. The spots turn yellowish 

after some time and leaves get dried. Mainly this disease occurs in the month of February – 

March. 

Treatment: Foliar spray of Blitox 50 WP @300gm or Bavistin 50 WP @300gm is given to 

cure the leaf rust. 
 



 

Leaf Spot: It is caused by Cercosporamoricola. The symptoms are light brown circular spots 

seen on both sides of leaves. The infected leaves defoliate prematurely. Mainly this disease 

occurs in the winter and rainy season. 

Treatment: Spraying of Bavistin @300gm is done at the interval of 10 days. 

 
 

 

Sooty Mould: The symptoms are black coating seen on upper surface of leaves. Mainly this 

disease occurs in the month of August – December. 

Treatment: Spraying of Monocrotophos @200ml is done to get rid of sooty mould. 

 

 



Bacterial Blight: It will reduce the yield quality of leaves. 

Treatment: Spraying of Bavistin solution @300gm is used to cure disease. 

 

 

Root Knot Disease: It is caused by Pseudomonas syringae/Xanthomonas campestris pv. 

The symptoms are blackish brown irregular spots are seen on leaves which later on results 

in curling and rotting of disease. 

Treatment: The fungicide solution M-45@300gm per 150-180 litre is given to cure root-knot 

disease. 
 

 

 Pest and their control: 

Stem Borer: It creates tunnel under bark and destroy tree by feeding on internal tissue. Larva 

of stem borer excreta is observed outside of tunnel. 

Treatment: If infestation is observed, clean tunnel with hard wire and insert cotton swab dip 

in mixture of Kerosene and Chlorpyriphos in ratio of 50:50 and then closed it with mud. 
 



 

Bark Eating Caterpillar: They make tunnels in the stem as a result the stems become weak 

and during high winds the stems fall off. 

 

Treatment: Application of Monocrotophos (Nuvacron36 WSC) or 10 ml. Methyl parathion 

(metacid) 50 EC is mixed in 10ltr of water to get rid of pest.  
 

 

Yellow and Red Wasp: They make the plant hollow from inside. The pest mainly occurs in 

the month of March to November. 

Treatment: Spraying of Carbaryl 50 WP @40gm in 10ltr of water will help to get rid of this 

pest. 

 
HARVESTING 

Harvesting is mainly done when fruit turns dark red to purplish red in color. It is preferred that 

harvesting is done in morning hours. Harvesting is mainly done by hand picking method or 

by shaking method. In shaking method, tree is shake by placing cotton or plastic sheet below 

the tree. Almost all ripe mulberries will rain on cotton or plastic sheet. For processing fully ripe 

fruits are used. 



 


