
ANNUAL BLUEGRASS 

Rhizoctonia blight — Rhizoctonia solani 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosts 

Annual bluegrass (a common weed 

in turf), Kentucky bluegrass, St. 

Augustinegrass, tall fescue 

Symptoms 

Rhizoctonia blight first appears as 
irregular patches of weakened grass 

that may enlarge to many feet in 

diameter. The affected area may be 
a smoky color. Leaves and sheaths 

are watersoaked, wilted, and light 
brown. Fungal threads may be 

apparent. 

Conditions favoring disease 

High temperatures (80° to 95°F) 

and high humidity favor the 
development of Rhizoctonia blight. 

Excess thatch, poor drainage, and 
soft, lush growth due to excessive 

nitrogen also contribute to disease 
development. 

Prevention and management 

Reduce shading and improve 
soil aeration and water drainage. 

Follow the irrigation and fertilization 
rates for your turf species. Avoid 

watering in the 
evening. Dethatch when the thatch 

layer exceeds 1/2 inch (1.2 cm). A 
fungicide may be useful if the 

disease was severe in the past or for 
seedlings in young turf. 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/WEEDS/annual_bluegrass.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/kenblue.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/staugust.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/staugust.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/tallfesc.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/aerate.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/thatch.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/R/D-TG-RSOL-FO.002.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/R/D-TG-RHSP-FU.007.html


Dollar spot — Sclerotinia 
homeocarpa, 
Lanzia sp., Moellerodiscus sp. 

Hosts 

Annual bluegrass (a common weed in 
turf), Kentucky bluegrass, red fescue, tall fescue 

Symptoms 

Dollar spot begins as small, circular spots 1 to 2 

inches (2.5 - 5 cm) in diameter. Spots are straw 

colored or have a bleached appearance and merge 
together to form large, irregular areas. Individual 
leaves appear water-soaked, often exhibiting 2 
reddish bands across the leaf in an hourglass 
shape. Fine, white, cobwebby threads may be 
seen in early morning. 

Conditions favoring disease 

Dollar spot appears during the spring and fall 
months in California and is favored by moderate 
temperatures (60° to 80°F). Excess moisture, 

water stress, fog, or thatch buildup can also 
contribute to disease development. Dollar spot 
survives in the soil as hard, dark structures called 
sclerotia. 

Prevention and management 

Apply fertilizer at the recommended rate for your 
turf species. Follow proper irrigation practices. 
Reduce thatch and maintain air circulation. 
Compost top dressings may suppress the disease. 
Increase your mowing height to the tallest 
recommended for your turf species. If dollar spot 

has caused a problem in previous years, a 
fungicide may be useful. Apply it in the early 
spring or fall before symptoms occur. 

 

 

 

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/WEEDS/annual_bluegrass.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/kenblue.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/redfes.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/tallfesc.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/thatch.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/aerate.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/mowamt.html


Microdochium patch or Fusarium 

patch (pink snow mold) 
— Microdochium nivale 

Hosts 

Annual bluegrass (a common weed in 
turf), creeping bentgrass, Kentucky bluegrass 

Symptoms 

Fusarium patch develops as circular patches 1 to 
6 inches (2.5 - 15 cm) wide. Leaves appear 
watersoaked and are reddish-brown on the 

outside progressing to a straw color in the center. 
Dead leaves may have gelatinous spore masses. 
White or pink fungal threads may be observed in 
the early morning, giving the turf a pink cast. 

Conditions favoring disease 

Cool temperatures (40° to 60°F) and moist 
conditions favor Fusarium patch. High nitrogen 
applications in the fall and neutral or alkaline soils 
also contribute to disease development. Fusarium 
patch survives in grass residues. 

Prevention and management 

Reduce shade and provide good soil aeration and 
water drainage. Irrigate at the recommended 
frequency for your turf species and avoid 
excess nitrogen fertilizer, especially in the fall. 
Maintain a soil pH between 6.5 and 6.7. You may 

need to have a professional soil analysis done to 
help you determine what amendments to add to 
maintain an ideal pH. High levels of potassium 
suppress disease. If Fusarium patch has been a 
serious problem in the past, have a licensed pest 
control applicator apply a fungicide in the fall 
before symptoms appear. 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/WEEDS/annual_bluegrass.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/creepbent.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/kenblue.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/aerate.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/SITEPREP/soilan.html


Rhizoctonia blight 

— Rhizoctonia solani 

Hosts 

Annual bluegrass (a common weed in 
turf), Kentucky bluegrass, St. Augustinegrass, tall 
fescue 

Symptoms 

Rhizoctonia blight first appears as irregular 
patches of weakened grass that may enlarge to 

many feet in diameter. The affected area may be 
a smoky color. Leaves and sheaths are 
watersoaked, wilted, and light brown. Fungal 
threads may be apparent. 

Conditions favoring disease 

High temperatures (80° to 95°F) and high 
humidity favor the development of Rhizoctonia 
blight. Excess thatch, poor drainage, and soft, 
lush growth due to excessive nitrogen also 
contribute to disease development. 

Prevention and management 

Reduce shading and improve soil aeration and 
water drainage. Follow 
the irrigation and fertilization rates for your turf 
species. Avoid watering in the 
evening. Dethatch when the thatch layer exceeds 

1/2 inch (1.2 cm). A fungicide may be useful if the 
disease was severe in the past or for seedlings in 
young turf. 

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/WEEDS/annual_bluegrass.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/kenblue.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/staugust.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/tallfesc.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/tallfesc.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/aerate.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/thatch.html


BENTGRASSES 

Red thread 

— Laetisaria 
fuciformis 

Hosts 

Red fescue, perennial ryegrass 

Symptoms 

Red thread may kill grass in circular to irregular 

patches 2 to 8 inches (5 - 20 cm) in diameter or it 
may weaken turf. Leaves turn tan in color, giving 
the turf a scorched appearance. Infections on 
leaves begin at the tip and move down the blade. 
A pink web of fungal threads binds the leaves 
together. Pink, gelatinous fungal crusts occur on 
the leaves. 

Conditions favoring disease 

Red thread is favored by mild air temperatures 
(60° to 75°F) and extended periods of leaf 
wetness. Plants deficient in nitrogen during 

periods of cool temperatures or excess wetness 
can make the turf more susceptible to infection. 
In California it occurs primarily in northern and 
central coastal areas. 

Prevention and management 

Follow proper irrigation and fertilization 
requirements for your turf species. Provide 
adequate air circulation and reduce shading. 
Fungicides should not be needed. 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/redfes.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/perrye.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/irrfreq.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html


Take-all patch 

— Gaeumannomyces 
graminis var. avenae 

Hosts 

Bentgrasses 

Symptoms 

Take-all patch appears as circular or ring-shaped 
dead areas that range from a few inches up to 3 

feet (90 cm) or more in diameter. Roots are 
rotted and have dark strands of mycelium visible 
on the surface. Large, black, globular, fungal 
fruiting bodies (perithecia) may be visible with the 
use of a hand lens. 

Conditions favoring disease 

Take-all patch generally occurs in the late fall and 
winter when temperatures are 50° to 60°F and 
soils are wet or moist. However, symptoms may 
not appear until the turf is exposed to periods of 
drought or heat stress. Soils light in texture, low 

in organic matter, or underfertilized also 
contribute to disease development. 

Prevention and management 

Improve soil drainage and fertilize at 
the recommended rate for your turf species. A 

professional soil analysis can provide you with 
information on amendments to add to improve the 
soil. 

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/TURFSPECIES/creepbent.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/MAINTAIN/fertamt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/TOOLS/TURF/SITEPREP/soilan.html


 

 

 

 


