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Leaf spot diseases 

Many fungi cause leaf spots on different 
hosts. Spots may vary from small discrete 
dots and raised areas to irregular yellow 

or brownish patches that cover much of 
the leaf surface. Leaves may fall off the 

tree if the problem is severe, but these 
pathogens rarely cause long-term damage 

to trees. Similar spots can be caused by 
bacterial pathogens, insects and mites, or 
abiotic factors on some plants. 

Solutions 

In most cases, infections can be tolerated. 
Remove fallen leaves and debris 

promptly. Many of the pathogens are 
favored by moisture, so avoid overhead 

sprinklers and irrigate early in the day so 
that the foliage dries more quickly. 
Generally, fungicide treatment is not 

warranted. 
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http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/PLANTS/DISEASES/tbllfspot.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C/D-FL-CIRI-FO.005.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/P/D-WO-PMIN-FO.003.html


 

Verticillium wilt—
Verticillium 
dahliae and V. albo-
atrum 

Verticillium wilt affects many herbaceous 
plants, including dahlia, gerbera, 

marigold, peony, snapdragon, and vinca. 
Leaves infected with Verticillium wilt and 

turn yellow, first at the margins and 
between veins; foliage then turns tan or 

brown and dies, progressing upwards 
from the base to the tip of the plant or 
branch. Browning of older leaves while 

younger leaves remain green is also 
characteristic. Woody plants are often 

affected first on one side of the plant or 
only in scattered portions of the canopy. 

Water-conducting tissue in branches and 
stems may darken in some hosts. 

Infection usually occurs during cool 
conditions but damage may not become 
apparent until warm weather when 

plants are more stressed. 

Solutions 

Sanitation and resistant plants are the 
primary strategies for managing 
Verticillium wilt. Plant only pathogen-free 

plants. Avoid planting susceptible 
cultivars. Plant in disease-free 
soil. Solarization can 

reduce Verticillium fungi in the upper few 
inches of soil. Keep plants vigorous by 

providing proper cultural care. 

 
Maple foliage damaged by 

Verticillium wilt 

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/FLOWERS/DISEASE/resvertwilt.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/ENVIRON/soilsolarization.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/V/D-WO-VDAH-FO.002.html

